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A French Chateau-inspired home shaped by

bespoke interiors and refined craftsmanship.

By Nakayla Shakespeare \\ Photography by Douglas Friedman

uthenticity was the driving factor in the design

of this breathtaling French-mspired home

along the Newport Coast. Rooted in French

grandenr and opulence. no detail was spared.

When vou step through its doors, the arrention
to detail is evident. The magnificent entry; crowned by a
gold-leaf dome and annque chandelier, elevates the arrival
experience and sets the stage for the grand living room with
itz zoaring windows and dramaric draperies. Custom walnur
fooring, expertdy crafted boizerie paneling, intricare frieze
work and decorative strapwork ceilings set the tone for the
rest of the home.

Deesigned bv Sheldon Harte, founder and principal of Harre
Diavis Interior Design. the home is a richly layered interpre-
ration of sumpmous French hooury: Working closely with the
client, every detail of the home was execured with pinpoint
precizion o bring her vision to life, from the custom embroi-
dered draperv to the intricacy of the wallpaper.

“She’s very much a Francophile with a discerning eve for
French design.” Harte says of the client “Almost everyvihing
in the home iz authenric; she didn’t want reproductons. .
everything was found. We made sure evervthing had prove-
nance and that we knew the lineage of the items.™

The antique Aubusson rug in the living room nspired

the classic French palette for the home. A lavered mix of
antique Continental firnizhings and costom furmimre
pieces fill the lumineus room, inviing conversaton and
gatherings. The double-height ceiling and elongarted
window panes allow the space to be showered with sunhght.

“We looked at anctions and period drawings of French
architecture.” explains Harre, who worked clozely with his
partmer and senior designer. Derrick Davis, and architecniral
derailer Donna Pozdro. “We smudied books abour French
chateaux and researched what was appropriate and what
was not.”

INTERIORS Harte Davis Interior Design. PHOTOGRAPHY Douglas Friedman.
Photos included are featured in The Refined Home: Sheldon Harte, published by Vendome Press (Fall 2025).
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The dining room boazt: hand- &d walnur fl

arrange

Customizarion extends thro
the de ive paneling in the kitchen. Eleborate carvings
adorn
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and Lhermite, adorns the home’s walls. emphasizing the
authenticity of the French chateau aesthetic.

“[The client] and her husband were very careful watching
for things. . whether it was traveling or from an auetion,”™
Harre zays of the client’s approach to acquinng the art.

“5he would research it [the art] and make sure thart she liked
the suhject mamer. She didn’t buy art just to hang on the
wall: she bought it as a collector ™

Harte appreciated his client’s patence and commitment to
having things execured properly. “She was willing to ler us
do the rezearch and spend time to find things. and. if we had
to have something made, make it.” he explains.

That shared cormmitment to getting the details night 1z
evident throughout the home, including in the theater,
which feamires plush. patterned carpeting. embozsed
leather wall paneling and beautifil espresso velver searing.
“*The husband is very tall. so we had to do some custom
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Achieving thiz level of refinement required the collabo-
ration among designers and arfizans to be seamless. *

ision like
the r_nd n_\ult come out 30 much cl
and acknowledges the finr

1€ spirit of grand French
onal to itz owner:
'y y s currenty
featured in Harre ent monograph, The Refined Home,
publizhed by 3 025. @
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